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What is Assessment?

▪Deciding what we want
our students to learn
▪Making sure they learn it!
--Jane Wolfson, Director, Environmental Science &
Studies Program, Towson University

What is Teaching?

▪Deciding what we want
our students to learn
▪Making sure they learn it!
--Jane Wolfson, Director, Environmental Science &
Studies Program, Towson University

We are taking our
students on a
journey.

Learning Outcomes:
What is their
destination by the
time they graduate?
Using Results:
If not, what
changes can we
make?

Curriculum &
Learning
Activities:

Assessment:
Are your students
getting there… on
time?

How will your
students get
there?
(c) Linda Suskie

4. Using
Results

1. Learning
Outcomes

3.
Assessment

2. Learning
Opportunities

What is a Learner-Centered College?

Mission
▪WMU is a learner-centered…university
▪WMU provides leadership in teaching…

What helps students learn?

▪Students are actively engaged in their learning.
▪Faculty and students share responsibility for their
learning.

A learner-centered college
actively fosters these practices.

What Helps Students Persist & Succeed?
Clear and high expectations
Frequent, prompt, concrete feedback

Opportunities to think
Engagement with faculty, staff, and other students
Academic, social, personal, financial support
“Make students want to come back”
• Ken O’Donnell

What is a student-centered college?

▪The college and its faculty and staff truly focus on
▪helping students learn and succeed.
▪improving student learning and success.

▪The college understands its students and what they most need in
order to succeed.
▪Responsibility for student success is broadly shared, and strategies for
student success are appropriately integrated.
▪Student success is a high priority, and strategies are purposefully
designed to help students succeed.
▪Good quality, useful evidence is collected regarding student success.
▪Evidence is used to understand and improve student success.

A Student-Centered College is Collaborative
▪The college understands its students and what they most need in
order to succeed.
▪Responsibility for student success is broadly shared, and strategies for
student success are appropriately integrated.
▪Student success is a high priority, and strategies are purposefully
designed to help students succeed.
▪Good quality, useful evidence is collected regarding student success.
▪Evidence is used to understand and improve student success.

A Student-Centered College
Routinely Uses Evidence
▪The college understands its students and what they most need in
order to succeed.
▪Responsibility for student success is broadly shared, and strategies for
student success are appropriately integrated.
▪Student success is a high priority, and strategies are purposefully
designed to help students succeed.
▪Good quality, useful evidence is collected regarding student success.
▪Evidence is used to understand and improve student success.

What is a Student-Centered College?
▪The college and its faculty and staff truly focus on
▪helping students learn and succeed.
▪improving student learning and success
▪through
▪Collaboration
▪Evidence

Why Are We Assessing?

Give Students the Best Possible Education

Programs
Courses
Class
sections

General
education

Universitywide

Tell the World How Good We Are

…and what we’re doing
to get even better

Stewardship

▪Improve things that aren’t working well
▪Use limited resources effectively

Keep Our Promises
▪WMU Vision
▪We are committed to…fostering critical thinking that encourages
life-long learning.
▪WMU Undergraduate Catalog
▪The general education program requires each student to develop
proficiency in writing and mathematics or quantitative reasoning.

Time to Reflect!

